Nairebi, July 11, 1985

‘Woman-time’ is here

by Ruth Seligman

July 20, 1985. Women,
dancing and singing, tell
their story. It is a story of
oppression, of struggle, of
joy and laughter. It is the
story of every woman.

The performance lasts
through the night and unites
women of every class and
purpose. And as the end
there is a new day.
“Woman-time” has come.

That vision was the “magic
wish” of Dame Nita Barrow,
convenor of Forum ’85. She
shared her dream with the
women who jammed into the

main hall of the Kenyatta °

International Conference
Centre yesterday morning
for the official opening
of the Forum.

However, at the end of a
long morning of speeches,

only half of those who had

come to the Conference
Centre as early as 7.00 a.m.
remained to hear Barrow urge
Forum participants to
“harness their power to re-
energize the women of the
world forward”’

Barrow’s message to Forum
'85 participants was specific
and it was strong.

“The climate in Nairobi is
different from Copenhagen,”
she said, referring to the 1980
meeting midway through the
UN Decade for Women.

“In 1980 the international
political climate was much
less reactionary and confron-
tational than it is today. We
know that much has been
made of what did not happen
at Copenhagen. The press
reported on the lack of con-
sensus, but, a consensus
about what?”’ she asked.
“What happened was unfor-
tunately not in the press.
But you are the living
examples that if it did not
happen you would not be
here today.”

“There can be no one
strategy because although we
have common roots of
women's oppression and ine-
quality, one woman'’s libera-
tion can be another woman’s
destruction.

“That is why consensus is
not possible. Understanding
can be.”

Between expressions of
appreciation for the work and
support of NGOs of govern-
ments and of many
individuals, and following
warm greetings and
“Habaris’’, Forum partici-
pants were told of the
advances made during the
Decade for Women and the
work left to be done.

Leticia Shahani, Secretary-

General of the World Con-
ference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements
of the United Nations Decade
for Women, reported that
responses by governments to
a UN questionnaire on pro-
gress made during the Decade
showed that many obstacles
towards women’s equality
remained.

Those obstacles included
the traditional attitudes
towards women which had
not been shaken, the low
priority of women’s concerns
to governments and the wor-
sening world economic situa-

tion. :
“In some countries the
absence of peace has been
identified as a major obstacle
to the advancement of
women,’’ Shahani said to
applause.

“One of the most important
pluses of the Decade has been
the realization by govern-
ments of the value of non-
governmental organizations
in assisting them in the
implementation of plans and
policies for the advancement
of women.”

Because of the involvement
of NGOs at the two

preceding conferences of the
Decade for Women, Shahani
said that action was directed
towards women’s groups as
well as to individuals.

The Minister for Culture
and Social Services Kenneth
Matiba welcomed Forum par-
ticipants on behalf of the
Kenyan Government and
President Daniel arap Moi.

“My honest hope is that
vou will come up with
strategies for action which
will help the status of
women,”" he said.

“As I've now come to think

of myself — being in a rele-

vant ministry — we women of

the world shall overcome,” .

said the Minister.
Dr Eddah Gachukia,

Kenya NGO Organizing:

Committee Chairman, exten-
ded a greeting to Forum ’'85
participants in the spirit of

“Nyayo”. *“It means love,’

peace and unity,” she said.

Margaret Kenyatta, head
of Kenya’s delegation to the
World Conference,
tribute to the NGOs of the
world for their commendable
work throughouf the decade.

paid’

The superstars of the rock-
and-roll world were replaced
on Wednesday morning by
the thousands of women who
rewrote the current inter-
‘national number one song
“We Are the World".

As of yesterday’s
ceremonies to open Forum ’85
the song will have, as its
second stanza, ‘“We are the
Women”!

Members of the world
YWCA led the thousands of
women jammed into the
Kenyatta Conference Centre,
and the thousands more who
lined the plazas outside, in
the new version of the song
during the one-hour delay to
the start of,‘ official Forum
opening.

The new lyrics spread
quickly among the women
who had little difficulty

learning the lines “We are the
ones who do the work, so let’s
start living” and ‘‘We’'re
changing all our lives . . . . ”

But the gathering respon-
ded as enthusiastically to the
drumming of the African
dance groups and the songs of
the school choirs that had
come to entertain.

And, before the roster of
speakers gave their greetings
one after another, the
audience joined in a rousing,

five-minute long song about
Harambee — about pulling
together.

Kenyans for whom the song
had a moving impact joined
in quickly. But even those for
whom the lyrics and melody
were new, took little time
before punctuating its rythms
with clapping and keening.

Before the formalities

began, women in seats on the
main plenary hall floor,
women with their legs
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three-sided balcony
overlooking the stage, and
women outside under a
brightening sky exchanged
their own greetings.

They also found themselves
getting the extra push to
attend one workshop or
another during the coming
days or consider new causes
they may not have heard of
before as individuals and
groups promoted their
concerns through leaflets and
flyers.

Within one space contain-.
ing four seats was a woman
from South Africa whose
main concern at the Forum
was rights for women in her
country, a woman from East

‘refugees.

"steps still to take before

Timor who had come to tell
Forum participants about the
political situation there, a
woman from Finland whose
eye at the Forum was on
networking for peace towards
the world youth festival in
Moscow next month, and a
woman from Uganda
affiliated with the church
movement whose interest was

But neither the leaflets, nor

the inviting look of the flower- |-
decked stage, nor the four |-

Decade doves of carnation
rose against the main wall
behind the speakers, distract-
ted the listeners from the
speakers’ important words.
Applause came most often
at the mention of peace, and
then at the recognition of the

equality was reached.

: Daxicers at the opening of Forum *85: The world stood still.
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Habib, Pakistan; Stephenie Hollyman, USA, is behind the camera and Seona Martin, Fiji, joined the team after the picture.

Youth’s problems on agenda

By RUTH SELIGMAN

Perhaps no group will be
as affected by strategies
for the future as the young
women meeting this week
in Nairobi.

Around 250 crowded into a
room on Tuesday afternoon
designated as their own daily
drop-in centre at the YMCA

‘on State Road to participate

in planning that future.

“We expected about 20 or
30,” said Nancy Fee, the
programme advisor for
women’s development with
the International Planned
Parenthood Federation, who
was instrumental in organis-
ing the session. Two more are
planned during Forum ’85.

Fee noted that at the
Vienna pre-conference con-
sultation session there were
very few young women
(defined as between 15 and 25
years of age by the UN)
although there was a lot of
interest in the subject.

A group at the Vienna
session held a special panel on
the question of what to do by
the year 2000, and produced a
report with the material
available.

The report noted that
young people make up over 50
per cent of the population of
many developing countries
and that the proportion was
increasing. Young women and
girls are doubly discriminated
against in society — both as
young people and as women
— the_report said. Yet, the
World Plan of Action and the
Programme of Action for the
Women’s Decade show little
concern for the special needs
of young women.
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The report also
demonstrated how the themes
of the Decade specifically
affect young women. For
example, expenditures on
arms divert resources from
education. Young women’s
health concerns constitute a
growing list, ranging from
teenage suicides, rape, and
early, unwanted pregnancies
to smoking, drinking and poor
eating habits.

Tuesday’s meeting was plan-
ned as a briefing- session to
introduce young women par-
ticipating in an international
forum for the first time to
procedure and to the
background of the Women’s
Dretaﬁ‘q o
" “It was ‘Wlso to encourage
them to go and ask questions,

Fondo Nairobi - Archivio storia delle donne

Young people take an interest in their future.

‘to meet people and%o see that
there were many other young
people at the Forum,” said
Fee.
_ Among those who ““dropped
in” at the YMCA was Jen-
nifer Klot, founder and co-
ordinator of YGAP, the Youth
Global Alliance Programme. '
Klot, aged 20, of the US, -
explained that her group is
working towards drafting an
international agenda for
youth for the year 2000. .
Working closely with the
Kenya Youth Task Force,
YGAP members, aged 13 to-
24, will gather ideas for the
agenda from issues discussed
at a young ‘women’s plenary
scheduled * for * 'Jﬂ:l;r' 17 and
draft the agéndd at'd wrap-up
session on July 19. ;

Women at
the censors

“Damn it, we’ve beaten
them,”’ exclaimed an
euphoric Hannah Fisher,
Filmforum director. She was
just back from a meeting with
the Kenya Film Censorship:
Board at which it was agreed
‘there would be no restrictions
on the films selected for the
filmforum. If everything goes
as Hannah expects, the Board
will approve all the scheduled
films without actually seeing
them. “We agreed there must
be no restrictions since they
twere films for women, by
women and on women’s issues
that were going to be shown
not on the national distribu-

Jtion ‘network but to the

women attending the NGO
Forum,” Hannah Fisher said.
If there are no further
snags, it means the end of a
two and a half week nightmar
for her. She has spent her
days going from ministry to
ministry to get the films on
the screen. She didn’t
manage to get them approved
on time, though. Only ‘one of
the three film venues, that at
the Kenya National Theatre,
showed films yesterday and
then not what was planned.
Up till now, the videos were
at risk of not being screened
at all because the censorship
board did not have; the
facilities to view "fhem.
Hannah Fisher now hopes
that the rest of the filmferum
will run smoothly .and will:

‘make up for the shaky, first.

Letters

Forum ’85 newspaper_is open to all conference particivants to.
express their views. Discussion, opinion and criticism will be
welcomed on this page. Letters should be brief and the Editor,
reserves the right to shorten letters where necessary.

It is 9 a.m. at the Kenyatta
Centre and as hundreds of
thousands of women pour in
for the opening ceremonies of
the NGO Forum, the crush of
human bodies brings move-
ment on the first floor to a
standstill. While I have been
given clearance to move in to
.a Press area as a photo-jour-
nalist, it is impossible. Small
hallways lined with people
‘attempting to move in both
directions at once creates an
impasse — we neutralise each
other’s intentions and no one
is getting anywhere.

A piece of my camera is
broken as others attempt to
-wrench their bags and bodies
‘by me and only Meridel
LeSueur, Midwest USA poet
and activist seems accepting,
‘almost serene, in her chair as

- she is wheeled into the

where all the “action” is to
take place. At least she has
"some space — a small, per-
ceptible area of light and air
in which to bide her time as
the throngs grow larger and

With satisfaction I notice that
a lot of young women have
come to Forum ’85. It’s very
stimulating to see .that not
only women came here who
already have found their
place in society, but also
those who still have to find
theirs. There will be
workshops, a daily drop-in
centre at the YMCA and a
plenary on the 17th: all these
dealing specially with the
concerns of young women.

A main topic at Forum ’85
should be the education of
young women. If we want the
coming generation of women
to have a better position in
. society, we have to start by
giving them a good
educational background. This
background will not only raise
consciousness but will also
give us confidence in our-

entrance foyer of the hall

Cramped location

more compressed, moving
nowhere, with a sense of
urgency and desire.

It feels hopeless and raises
some questions about the
choice of this location for a
gathering of what, surely,
everyone knew by now, would
be around 10,000 women. 1
wonder if something goes
wrong how these women and
men are to be safely and ade-
quately evacuated from this
building. I wonder at an
apparent resistance, at some
cognitive or unconscious
level, to the gathering of
these many women from
around the world.

Why not a large field where
we could all join together in a
stance of unity instead of the
endless friction, and com-
pressing of women with the
ultimate sense of ostracism
that will come for those who
.cannot get in the hall? Is it
just too difficult to fathom
that 10,000 women would
want to stand together in
‘unity?

Anna D. Morrigan

Education is the key

selves. At the moment a lot of
women face difficulties

.if they want to study.

They have to deal with
historical, cultural and
emotional difficulties. All
these difficulties are got going
to vanish if we just sit and
wait. There is a great deal of

work to be dome. Young
women should encourage

each other and help each
other to start and complete
their studies. .

Young women should build
networks among students and
try to tackle the problems
they face together. With these
networks we can support each
other and share the solutions
we have found during our
struggle. Together we can do
a lot more than alone!

Pauline Krikke,
The Netherlands.
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Plus de 200 femmes de la France
entiére sont arrivées pour par-
ticiper au Forum de la
Confeérence Mondiale.

1. Carrefour International de la
Communication

Présidé par une femme,
Madame Yvette Chassagne, cet
organisme a pour but de
promouvoir les échanges et les
nouvelles technologies de la Com-
munication. Il témoigne de son
intérét particulier a la conférence
de Nairobi en proposant un mur
d'images au Forum.

Le mur d'images, localisé
dans Willoughby Hall de
L'Université, au sein de 'espace
‘Femmes, Images et Communica-
tion, accueilera également les
vidéos du Centre Audiovisuel
Simone de Beauvoir et un
diaporama exceptionnel sur les
femmes du monde entier.

Madame Chassagne, Prési-
dent du Carrefour de la Com-
munication, sera & Nairobi du 13
au 16 juillet et donnera une
Conférence de Presse le 13 juillet
a 15h00, au Centre Culturel
Francais. Ensuite, elle par-
ticipera a l'ateliefr Femmes et
Pouvoit le 13 juillet 4 16h00, au
Centre Culturel Francais.

Madame Chassagne est
également Président de I'U.A.P.
(Union des Assurances de Paris).
premiére compagnie francaise
d'assurances et un leader
mondial dans sa branche.
L'U.AP. et sa filiale kenyane
(the Union Insurance Company
of Kenya Ltd.) participent a
l'organisation des manifestations
francaises au Forum, en par-
ticulier par une vidéo sur le
travail des femmes et leur promo-
tion dans une grande entreprise
‘U.A.P..: 67% de femmes dans
I'entreprisé.

II. Le Centre Culturel Francais de
Nairobi offrira, pendant toute la
durée de la Conférence (du 10 au
27 juillet) une progammation
exceptionnelle d’événements
culturels francais sur .le théme
Femmes et Créatiofi:

— un festival de films de femmes
— deux concerts

— une exposition de peinture

Par ailleurs, trois ateliers auront
lieu les 11, 12 et 13 juillet sur les
thémes:

— “Femmes et Création”

— “Femmes et Langages”

— “Femmes et Pouvoir”

animés par Michéle Coquillat,
écrivain, chargée de mission
auprés d’Yvette roudy, Ministre
des Droits de la Femme.

Enfin, on pourra s’initier
gratuitement a la langue francais
qui proposera |'enseignement
assisté par ordinateur pour les
anglophones et les

hispanophones. Cet atelier a été
réalisé grace a la collaboration
technique de Bull, premier
groupe francais et européen d’'in-
formatique et vendome-
formation, compagnie spécialisée
-dans les logiciels d’enseignment.
.I’atelier “Parlez-vous francais”,
présenté a la Conférence de
Nairobi, est soutenu par le Com-
missariat Général de la Langue

Child
mothers

Tonight at 6 p.m. there will
be a a meeting in the New
Stanley Hotel ballroom
entitled ‘“Woman-child:
children having children”. It
will feature films and discus-
sions and is organized by the
National Council of Women,
USA.
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Francaise.

L’industrie de la haute-couture et
les parfums francais ont participé
a D’organisation de cette
conférence: un parfum Nina Ricci
sera offert a tous les chefs de
délégation étrangére et Madame
Roudy sera habillée par Jean-
Louis Scherrer et Ungaro.

— Le 15 juillet, a 20h00, récital
d’Héléne Delavault au Centre
Culturel, F

— Le 17 juillet, & 15h00, discours
de la France au débat général au
Kenvatta Centre,

— Le 18 juillet, a 18h00,inaugura-
tion de l'exposition de peintures
d’Héléne Delprat au Centre
Culturel, a 19h00, réception
offerte par la délégation francaise
a la résidence de I’Ambassadeur
de France,

— Le 19 juillet, a 15h00,
conférence débat autour de son
livre paru en mars 1985 “A Cause
d’Elles” au Centre Culturel.
Enfin, un quartier général de la
délégation francaise est organisé
au Centre Culturel Francais.
on y trouvera une abondante
documentation gratuite égale-
ment disponible a 1’atelier
“Femmes, images et com-
munication” du Forum de
I’Université, ainsi qu’un service
de presse et d’information.

Pour plus d’information, contac-
ter:

Monsieur Henri Maurel
Coordinateur Général, au Centre
Culturel Francais
Monrovia/Loita Street,

P.0O. Box 49415- Nairobi

Tel. 336263/336264/336265.

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL (English sub-titles)

Thursday 18th July — 8.00 p.m.: “Les Enfants' by MargueriteDuras.

Saturday 20th July — 4.00 p.m.: “India Song” by Marguerite Duras.

iacgues Donjon — 6.00 p.m.: “L’Aventure du Grés” by Jacqueline
udry - :

8.00 p.m.: “Les Fruits Amers"” by Jacquéline Audry.

Sunday 21st July — 4.00 p.m: “Nathalie Granger” by Marguerite

Duras

6.00 p.m.: “Le Grain de Sable” by Pomme Meffre

Monday 22nd July — 4.00 p.m.: “Mardi Gras" by Elisabeth Lennard

— 6.00 p.m.: “Les Amants Terribles” by Daniéle Dubroux

Tuesday 23rd July — 8.00 p.m.: **Paris 1900 by Nicole Vedres

Vlgednemday 24th July — 4.00 p.m.: “Diabolo Menthe" by Diane
urys

6.00 p.m. “Toute une Nuit” by Chantal Ackerman

— 8.00 p.m.: “Le Témoin” by Anne Walter

Thursday 25th July — 4.00 p.m.: “Défence de Savoir” by Nadine

Trintignant

— 6.00 p.m.: “Qu’est-ce qu'on attend pour étre heureux” by Coline

Serreau

Saturday 27th July —4.00 p.m.: “Les Enfants” de Marguerite Duras

—6.00 p.m.: “L’Ange de ’Abime” by Annie Tresgot

Entrance fee — 20 Shillings.

— “‘Parlez-vous francais’’: the most up to date and efficient method
to learn French today.

— Workshop with computer assisted French lessons for the use o
English speaking students. Open everyday — free tuition. ;

— Video-club: the complete set of video tapes from the Centre
Audiovisuel Simone de Beauvoir and other French sources. Afternoon
— Free.

— Book stand: 35 titles of the most recent prominent works concern-
ing women.

— Conference, Friday 19th July at 3.00 p.m. by Yvette Roudy, French

Minister for Women’s Rights, about her latest book “A Cause d'Elles”.

The filmforum programme was
given to all Forum ’85 partici-
lpants during registration. This
programme will however change
on a day-to-day basis because the
films had to go through a Cen-
corship Board as provided by the
laws of Kenya and this regulation
has meant that not all films
scheduled can be shown unless
they have been passed by the
Board. With over 200 films to see,
the Censorship Board's work has
not been easy but théy have
worked long hours to ensure that
the programme will not be dis-
rupted very much. The day-to-
day programme will be handed at
the door to all visitors to the
Filmforum venues and will also be
announced daily on this page.

TODAYS PROGRAMME

From 9.30 a.m.-11.30 a.m, —
Screenings of 35mm films at the
20th Century Cinema. (Films on
show to be announced at the
door).

_ From 1 p.m.-6 p.m. — Screen-
ings of video series (Programme
to be announced at the door).

5.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. — 16mm
films at the Kenya National
Theatre. (Programme to be
announced at the door).

Entry is free.

Filmforum ’85 activity also
includes a number of workshops
aimed at providing a unique
opportunity for cross cultural
exchange of women’s visions and
experiences in film and video.
These workshops are being coor-
dinated by Anita Anand,
Charlotte Bunch, Roxana
Carrillo and Fanny Dontoh-
Russell in conjunction with the
Film Board of Canada. Many
activists, organisers, film-
makers, producers, educators and
women 1n film/video from all
regions of the world will' be
resource persons in these
workshops.

The workshops programme is

French Cultural Centre

Film Forum ‘85 Programme

as follows:

1. USE OF FILM/VIDEO
1.Women’s visions and

Culture: affirming women’s

perspectives in film/video. Thurs-

day 11, 2-3.30 p.m. (Gandhi Wing

University -- Rm 13)

2. Consciousness-Raising,.
('rganising, and Educating:
using the medium for action
sN women’s CONCerns. Friday

12th, 11-12.30 a.m. (Christiam > -

Leadership Centre KM 13).

3. gross Cultural
Understanding: new approaches
and South-North collaboration.
Friday 12th, 4-5.30 p.m. (Chris-
tian Leadership Centre — Rm 13)

4. Documenting Women’s
Activities: recovering our history
and recording our present. Wed-
nesday 17th, 9-10.30 a.m.

. IPRODUCTION

1. With a little help from the
State: issues of funding, control,
organisation, and technical
access in state supported produc-
tions. Friday 12th, 9-10.30 a.m.
(Christian Leadership Centre —
Rm 1).

2. A Film of One’s Own: case
studies of independent women’s
productions — organisation,

-funding, research, etc. Wednes-

day 17th, 11-12.30 a.m.

3. Video Production and Its
Uses: for community " develop-
ment, technical training, and
social change. Monday 15th, 2-5

p.m..
III DISTRIBUTION e

1. Organising Film/Video
Festivals: a how-to session
sharing experiences. Thursday
11th, 4-5.30 p.m. (Gandhi Wing
Rm 311). . i

2. Developing Networks:
natipnal and international dis-
tribution of women’s film/video.
Monday 15th, 9-12 a.m. :

3. Expansion of Distribution:
broadcasting, exhibiting, and
promoting women’s work. Wed-
nesday 17th, 2-3.30 p.m.

Karibu Centre Programme

The Karibu Centre, situated at the Lutheran Church next tc ihe
Children Traffic Park pmgran;;ntinfet‘entﬁ includes the following:

Sunday Services — In/conjunction with churches within and
outside Nairobi, Karibu Centre has arranged for participants of the
NGO Forum and delegates to UN Women's Decade Conference to
attend Sunday services in local churches. Kenya observes freedom
of worship and delegates, therefore, are free to attend any church of
their choice. B

Africa Night — Venue — All Saints Cat hedral

Time — 7.00 p.m.-9.30 p.m. Africa Night has been organised to
entertain forum participants and delegates to the UN Conference.
There will be a dinner that will feature a wide range of African
specialities from all over the continent. There will also be choirs to
entertain visitors to traditional songs.

15th July

Peace Vigil — From 5 p.m. at the Peace Tent at the University of
Nairobi. The Karibu Centre has planned to devote an evening of
quiet prayer in conformity with the NGO quest for peace.

17th July

Ecumenical Worship — Venue — Railway Sports Club, Time — 4-
6 p.m. -
E[‘his will be an ecumeénical service with the aim of bringing
together all the different denominations to worship together, bring-
ing to God the goals of the Decade Conference, Development,
Health, Equality and Peace. The service will be officiated by some of
the world’s few women clergy. Choirs from different congregations
within and outside of Nairobi will be in attendance.

AAPSO

The African American Institute
will be hosting a number of
Seminars during Forum '85,

Apology

The Director and cast of
‘““Three Suitors, one
Husband” would like to
apologise for having to relo-
cate their play last night,
due stol unforseen circum-
stances.

Latin American
and Caribbean

women.
Latin American and Caribbean

at lunchtime! 6n Thursday, 12.45
to 1.30 in room 6W (Gandhi
Wing) 535.! 8n15th. floor at
building next to Taifa Hall.

Women are invited to a meeting .

WORKSHOP

Education, Emergency; Equality,
Development

DOES ISRAELI OCCUPA-
' TION =«

Bl
GUARANTEE -

1A%

'* Equality of education?

* Freedom of education? -
*Education . for,; self-
determination? Lo L
* Education for dev'elopﬂ'ent?: g

Thursday 11th o’clock (GHandi
GW RM 406) B ]

which will include the following:

Women and Communications
— July 11, 12.00-5.00.

Norfolk Hoptel, lunch to be
purchased. Participants include
répresentatives trom several
African and American
newspapers and media organisa-
tions,

Women and Political Par-
ticipation — July 12.

9-12 Invitation only 2-5 open
Parliament Building Participants
will: include Mrs Coretta Scott
King, Honorable Grace Ogot,
Kenyan Member of Parliament
and the Honourable Matthew

Lutheran Church — Karibu
Centre Venue

African American Institute..

Muh.

Women and Business — July
18, 9.00-5.00.

Mount Kenya Safari Club.
Lunch to be served. Participants
include Technoserve Inc. and
other African and American
business persons.

SPECIAL EVENTS -

Book Party to salute the
Honourable Grace Ogot, MP and
celebrated author July 10, 7-10
%lml; at the Mount Kenya Safari

ub.

Gala to salute the National
Steering Committee, Kenya~
Government Secretariat and the
Women’s Bureau. July 11, 7-10
&m& at' the Mount Kenya Safari

uo.
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by Nadia Hijab

The most eyeé-catching
spot at the Forum ’85 has
proved to be the peace
centre set up as a large
tent by the side of the
Education Building and
due to open this morning
at 10 a.m.

The “blue-and-white peace
tent is the result of six months
work by some 40 women from
15 different countries. The
idea came out of an
impromptu meeting in
Geneva on March 8 (Inter-
national Women’s Day) last
year. The women were there
to attend other events, and
‘took the opportunity to
propose a ‘“‘feminist alter-
native to men’s conflict and
war’’.

One of the ‘‘founders”
(although this is a very infor-
mal group) is Sonia Johnson,
who ran for US President on a
Citizen’s Party ticket. She
had hoped to have the women
of the world sign a peace

treaty themselves since the

men of the world could not
- seem to do so. This idea did
not come off, but a “Feminist

International for Peace and

Food” was set up and began

A

to prepare for the Nairobi

conference,

The women describe them-
selves as a “‘self-selected con-
sensus collective of
feminists”’. The countries
they come from include the
US, Canada, Chile, Argen-
tina, West Germany, Italy,
Switzerland, France, the
United Kingdom, Zimbabwe,
Palestine, and now Kenya.

A five-woman steering
committee includes women
active in other organizations,
like the World Council of
Churches and the Inter-
national Federation of
University Women. The

. collective is funded by

individuals, and receives
some help from groups like
the Women’s International
League for Peace and
Freedom.
The organizers want to
“follow the women'’s model of
“nurturing, creating an
economy of abundance rather
than the male economy of
egotism and scarcity”’. No one
has to sacrifice to feed the
world’s 800 million hungry
people, they feel, but simply

710 stop waste, consumerism

and the arms race. War is a
feminist issue ‘‘because there
is an unbroken continuum
hetween personal and inter-
r.ational violence”.

Many women have already

pa—

have not yet been set up.
Until yesterday, chairs were
being put in place, arts and
crafts displayed and posters

. ~written up — with the

organizers pausing.all the
while to explain.the whole
thing to early visitors.

Why a tent? “We wanted to

Photo by Stephenie Hollyman
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provide the space so that dis-
cussions started at regular
panel meetings could be con-
tinued here,”” says Sissy
Farenthold, one of the collec-
tive. The space is certainly
needed. Already women have
been walking in ‘‘seeking
refuge of one form or
another”. And the peace tent
has been deluged with
requests for space for exhibits
— even from the NGO
organizing committee.

Inside, the smell of freshly
'sawn wood and the size of the
tent provides a cool oasis from
the hubbub outside. There is
time to loiter and read per-
sonal notices and announce-
ments on the cane boards
provided for the purpose.
A notice that cannot escape
attention reads, in sampler
embroidery-type text, ‘“This
house is a nuclear free zone”’.

The first. two days at the|
peace tent will have semi-
structured open sessions, with
the remaining days left open
for participants to use as they
wish. Thursday morning’s
session begins with a song

Outside the peace tent: how women can produce food not war.

presented by the women
members of the popular
Bomas of Kenya group,
written especially for the
occasion.

Peace tent
schedule

Schedule for Thursday July
11.

10 a.m.-12 noon Opening,
what does peace for women
mean in different parts of
the world? ,
12-2 p.m. Open stage infor-
mal time to share peace-
experiences, songs etc.

2-4 p.m. Open discussion —
perspectives on peace and
patriarchy.

4.30-6 p.m. Kenyan women
and pace.

Schedule for Friday July 12.
10 a.m.-12 Middle Eastern
Women and peace.

12-2 p.m. Open Time: Talk,
Sing, Share.

2-4 p.m. Latin American
Women and peace

4.30-6 p.m. Prevention of
nuclear war.

source of pe
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Dialogue
Proposed

A group of women from the
Soviet Union and the

United States peace move-
ments met earlier this

week and decided to hold -

a dialogue. They want
to explain to each other
their views on peace and to
plan future action to bring
about a peaceful world.

The discussion will begin
with a description of the
vision the women have of a
peaceful future and will go on
to cover an explanation of the
peace movements of both
countries, their methods and
objectives. There will be a
brief discussion about arms
control, and the final section
will be about action for the
future — what women want
and how to achieve it.

The dialogue will be held in
the Peace Tent at Nairobi
University frofln 10 a.m.-12
noon on 16 July.
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FORUM ’85 newspaper
has confirmed reports
appearing in two Kenyan
daily papers of the
presence of lesbians at the
NGO Forum. At least 200
of them have already
arrived in spite of reports
that their presence has
offended other forum par-
ticipants.

Lesbians have defied a
“pack-and-go” order, repor-
tedly issued to them by Dame
Nita Barrow, who was repor-
ted. in The Standard as
having issued the order in
response to delegates’
annoyance at the Lesbians’
presence. Dame Nita is the
convenor of the NGO Forum.

A spokesman for the Inter-
national Lesbian Information
Service, Ms Sylvia Borren,
dismissed anticipation that
they would be thrown out of
Kenya where homosexuality
is illegal. “We asked the

 Dutch Ambassador to Kenya
whether we would face any

problems coming here, and he
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Lesbians unwanted at Forum?

assured us that we were not
going to be thrown out,” she
said. “So we believe it when
the Kenya Government says
we are welcome.”

However she expressed the
fear that police were keeping
an eye on their movements.

Apart from the 200-strong
team from Europe and the
Americans which had already
arrived in Nairobi, at least 30
others had signed up by
. yesterday. “We expect many.
‘'more on Sunday when we
intend to hold a meeting at
one o’clock in the afternoon,”

Asked if they were aware
that homosexuality was
illegal in Kenya and that it
was considered to constitute
an unnatural sexual offence,
Ms Borren, who was surroun:
ded by members of her group,
said that on the contrary;
they were already receiving
information from African
women who wanted to join
them.

They disclosed, however,
that they would be having
workshops on July 16 and 17.

Forum ’85
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